
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Color of the crop 
 
A peony can get a lighter color during spring because the soil is still cold around that time and the 
root is not active enough. While the temperature rises and the crop grows fast. Or because of a 
deficiency. This may be caused by a shortage of spore elements. Especially iron and manganese can 
play an important role in that situation. Iron deficiency manifests itself in yellowing between the 
veins of the younger leaf. A manganese deficiency mainly occurs in older leaves. And iron is harder 
to absorb at an higher pH value (this also applies to manganese), with wet and dry ground and cold 
or inactive soil. This shortage can be addressed in two ways: spread more spores or perform leaf 
fertilization. Of course it is important to start on time with the adding of spore elements, because 
with a shortage it takes a lot of effort to bring the level back on track. To prevent is better than to 
cure. 
 
Spreading spores 
 
Since recently there is a slow acting spreadable spore mix available: DCM MICRO-MIX. The spores 
are locked in an organic substance. In that way they will slowly get released and therefore will be 
made available for the plant. This mix contains iron, manganese, boron, zinc, copper and 
molybdenum. When spreading in time the soil stock stays on a higher level and that can prevent a 
deficiency. Besides that, the spores are composed so that they also can be absorbed at a higher pH. 
 
Leaf fertilization 
 
It is also possible to administer, for example, iron through the leaf. DCM OLEGA® 
FER is a leaf fertilizer that contains iron, urea and seaweed extract. The iron in 
DCM OLEGA® FER is bound to a plant-complex (citrate). This in contrast to most 
of the other iron leaf fertilizers, which are bound to chelates. An advantage of 
the plant’s own iron is that it’s recognized by the plant and therefor it will be 
directly built-in. The DCM OLEGA® FER works fast, is safe to use (smaller 
molecule than a chelate) and, in terms of operation, is enhanced in 
combination with the seaweed extract. With the use of leaf fertilizers it is important to administer it 
several times. Three to four times. 
 
In addition to DCM OLEGA® FER, it is also possible to use DCM OLEGA® COMPLEX. This leaf 
fertilizer contains, next to nitrogen, phosphate and potassium, also all spore elements. These are 
chelated and they give an extra stimulant in combination with the seaweed extract. Amongst 
themselves DCM OLEGA® FER and DCM OLEGA® COMPLEX are also highly mixable in a ratio of 
1:1. It is also possible to add these leaf fertilizers to pesticides. Consult the mixing table for this. 
 
For advice you can contact your advisor: 
 
Andre de Ridder  
adr@dcm-info.nl  
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