
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Added value of suitable fertilization in peony cultivation 
 
The cultivation of peonies is characterized in two ways: it is a perennial crop in which the same 
plant is harvested for several years and the annual growth process goes through two fases: a period 
before cutting and a period after cutting. An additional third characteristic is that appropriate 
customized fertilization pays for itself. Both in vitality and in the yields that can be achieved per 
square meter. 
 
Period before cutting: 
 
This period starts in February, approximately. The rhizome then becomes active and buds out in 
response to rising soil temperature. The first fertilization usually also starts during this period. It is 
important to get sufficient longitudinal growth and a deep green leaf color; so all elements must be 
available to the right degree. 
 
Nitrogen is particularly important for longitudinal growth, but it is also important to consider the 
form of nitrogen that is offered. The period from February to harvest is several weeks, so it is really 
important to provide the correct forms of nitrogen. And not just in mineral form. 
 
Several elements are important for a deep green leaf color; including magnesium and various trace 
elements. But the nitrogen supply also plays an important role in this. 
 
For this growth stage, DCM offers various fertilizers that meet the needs of the peony. These 
fertilizers are usually organic-mineral and they consist of several organic raw materials. The 
mineral component ensures a quick start and the organic raw materials provide a long-lasting 
effect and basic fertilization up to the cutting. This way, the peonies create the desired longitudinal 
growth and they will retain their beautiful color. Common fertilizers are: 
 
1) DCM Mix-5 (NPK 10-4-8 + 3 MgO) 
2) DCM Start (NPK 18-3-3 + 2 MgO) 
 
The DCM Micro-Mix is often used for trace elements. This is an organically bound trace element 
fertilizer that releases spores very consistently over a longer period of time. This fertilizer provides 
the peony with the much needed trace elements, such as iron, boron and manganese, both before 
and after the cutting. This can be adjusted with a quick mineral fertilizer, depending on the 
subsequent capacity of the plot. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Period after cutting: 
 
The period after cutting is just as important as the period before. After cutting, the peony rebuilds 
its energy to make next year’s cutting possible. It is a period in which the assimilation process is 
central. Something that is characteristic of a perennial crop. 
 
Fertilization is an important aspect of this cultivation stage. Because the plant literally took a punch 
because it has been stripped of a few branches. Recovery of the crop and the production of sugars 
are therefore central in the period after cutting. Potassium, magnesium and calcium, among other 
things, play an important role in this. As well as various trace elements. 
 
A suitable fertilizer is also an important aspect after cutting. As a rule, these are high-potassium 
formulations with a lower nitrogen content. In this phase nitrogen is no longer needed for 
longitudinal growth, but it is necessary for the preservation of color and vitality. Common fertilizers 
are: 
 
1) DCM Mix-2 (NPK 7-6-12 + 4 MgO) 
2) DCM Mix-6 (NPK 6-3-18 + 3 MgO) 
3) DCM Vivikali (NPK 2-0-20) 
 
Added value of appropriate fertilization: 
 
Offering appropriate fertilization ensures better growth and development. From various other 
perennial crops we know that sugar levels in the rhizome, during winter, are an indication of the 
plants energy level for the following year. Countless tests and demonstrations have been carried 
out showing that mineral organic fertilization leads to higher sugar levels in the plant. 
 
It has become clear in recent years that the sugar content is also a measure of the productivity of a 
crop such as peony. Measurements of the production with different fertilization strategies have 
been taken into practice at various peony growers. Often up to a few branches per square meter 
more can be harvested customized fertilization has been carried out with a mineral organic 
fertilizer. 
 
If you, as a grower, would like to discuss the possibilities of using a different and better strategy 
with us, please send an email with the request to: info@dcm-info.nl. 
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