
 

 
 
Mole crickets 
 
Mole crickets are digging insects with highly developed forelimbs. They can get about 5 
centimeters big. They live of larvae (cutworms and leatherjackets) and other soil insects. 
Supplemented with plant material. 
 
The color of mole crickets varies from brown / red-brown to yellowish. To create 
corridors just beneath the soil surface, these mole crickets use their forelimbs as 
excavator. These corridors are used more than once. When digging, they bite off roots of 
a variety of crops. With all its consequences. These creatures are good at flying. Often on 
warm evenings. They occur in wet meadows, peat soil, plots and gardens bordering 
ditches. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
    
      The mole cricket (Gryllotalpa gryllotalpa) 
 
From late April, adult mole crickets become active. They are most active in May. The 
number of eggs in a nest-hole varies from a 100 to sometimes 300 eggs. Around the nest 
they make the same corridors, but also drainage corridors. It takes at least 2 years for a 
mole cricket to become all grown-up. Mole crickets can live almost 3 years. Because the 
plants on the surface most of the time are dried-out or dead, nests are usually easy to 
track. 
 
Control 
 
Control of the population is only necessary when you have to deal with a lot of mole 
crickets. This can be done by enabling your own natural enemy. The insect parasitic 
nematode Steinernema carpocapse is a nematode which reduces mole crickets and 
cutworms in an effective way. These nematodes search for a place in the corridors of the 
mole crickets to wait for them to pass. Thereafter they hook on to the mole crickets, 
enter them and separate a bacteria which is lethal to mole crickets. After that a new 
generation of nematodes arises in dead mole crickets who will search for new mole 
crickets to infect. These nematodes cannot live very long without a ‘host’. Is there no 
prey available, then they die. The best time to deploy these nematodes against mole 
crickets is from late April to late June. 
 


