
 

 
Nematodes 
 
The so-called ‘predator’ nematodes are predatory nematodes. These are the direct natural enemies 
of the harmful species. Saprophages are nematodes which do not damage the plant, but they do 
break down dead organic material, for example. The higher the numbers of these saprophages, the 
better the soil life of a plot. On top of that, it is more likely that the good and harmful soil life will 
balance each other. 
 
However, with low numbers, a small number of harmful nematodes could actually cause damage. 
With high number of saprophages and ‘other nematodes’ you will see no damage from a light to 
moderate infestation with harmful species. 
 
Free-living nematodes: only prick the roots of the host plants superficially. The nematodes occur 
on sandy and silty soil. These free-living nematodes got a lot of host plants. Economically speaking 
they are the main cause of problems. All free-living nematodes are capable of transferring the so-
called tobacco rattle virus (TRV). 
 
Root knot nematodes: make sure that, when buying or processing, you are alert of infestation by 
root knot nematodes. A highly branched root system or visible nodules are symptoms of this. Root 
pruning offers some possibilities, but remaining nematodes spread rapidly across the young roots 
which grow in the spring. Our Green Works International Care™-treatment does offer results. 
 
Leaf nematodes 
 
An infestation of nematodes is clearly visible because of the deformity of the leaf. In that case the 
tissue looks misformed and the leaves are half grown. The growing point can sometimes dry out by 
young shoots. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It is also possible that bud dehydration (bud abortion) occurs. Clearly identified by black, rotten 
flower parts with healthy petals around. The flower buds can dry out in every stage. Sometimes the 
flower bud will come into bloom, but the flower is misformed. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nematodes need water so they can spread in the crop. The nematodes move to other parts of the 
plant through water which stays on the leaves after irrigation or at a high humidity. During crop 
activities spreading also takes place. It is important not to walk or spray in the crop, because wet 
leaves causes spreading. Spraying should be done from the spraying beds. 
 
The nematode causes damage the season after infection. Still the infection is recognizable in the 
first year. In that case the leaves show blue, tight through the veins bordered spaces. After rain this 
expands to the next vein space. 
 
Nematodes hibernate, amongst other things, in a dead leaf on the ground and in the young growth 
points of the peony. In the spring these nematodes come up with the crop growth or they crawl 
upwards through a film of water on the plant. They suck on the plant for nutrition. During the 
puncturing and deflating of the cells, the nematodes transfer a toxic substance in the cells. This 
results in deformation in the growth points, drying-out of the flower buds and total growth 
inhibition. 
 
Nematodes are also capable of ‘hitching a ride’ on weeds so that they can infect the plot. 
 
Measures: 
 

• Keep the plot free of weeds 
• Remove dried-out flower buds from the field 
• Spray three times with Vertimec Gold in the evening when the leaf is wet from dew. Because 

the nematodes will then be on the outside of the leaf 
• Mow the crop in mid-August and remove all crop residues. Only do this with dry weather 

conditions 
 


